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Bestselling Norwegian mystery author Jo NesbÃ¸ enters the world of childrenâ€™s books with

Doctor Proctorâ€™s Fart Powder, the first book in this very funny middle-grade series. Filled with

magic, wit, and bathroom humor, Doctor Proctor will keep boys and girls laughing until the

end.Eleven-year-old Nilly is new to the neighborhood, but he is quick to make friends: Doctor

Proctor, an eccentric professor who invents wacky potions and powders; and brainy Lisa, who is

always teased by the twin terrors Truls and Trym. All is good farty fun when Nilly and Lisa help

Doctor Proctor develop his latest invention, a powder that makes you fart. The powder makes Nilly

and Lisa VERY popular at school when they sell it for 50 cents a bag. (And they get revenge on

Truls and Trym by giving them an extra-strength dose of fart powder that shoots them up into a

tree!) But when Doctor Proctor creates an industrial-strength version that can send people to outer

space, the kids must go to great lengths to protect the invention and keep it out of the hands of their

neighbors, who want to use the powder for evil purposes. In the spirit of Roald Dahl and Lemony

Snicket, Doctor Proctor offers a winning combination of humor, adventure, and absurdity that kids

(of all ages) will loveâ€”proving that Jo NesbÃ¸ can keep you on the edge of the seat and make your

sides split in equal measure.
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Typically when I see a kids' book with words such as "fart" in the title I don't give them a second

glance. However, this book is written by one of my favourite thriller authors and the simple fact that

he had written a children's a book was enough to make me *have* to read the book, never mind

what it was called or what it was about.Surprisingly, though the book is about an invention of farting

powder, there is not a great deal of "toilet humour" to be found. Perhaps it's cultural, or it gets lost in

translation, but the humour comes from different directions. I thought this was a delightful, funny,

well-written story.Nilly is new in the neighbourhood, he is very tiny for his age. He meets neighbours

Lisa on one side and Doctor Proctor on the other. Dr. Proctor lets them in on his latest invention

which is a Farting Powder. When no real use for the powder can be found they decide to sell it as a

novelty item to kids, but twin bullies Truls and Trym want theirs for free so Nilly gives them an extra

shot in their powder which sends them flying up into a tree. Dr. Proctor has an industrial strength

version of the powder which he thinks belongs safely in the hands of NASA to be used for

rocketless space travel. But then someone steals the industrial strength powder for evil

purposes.The story is full of excitement and adventure. Nilly finds himself in extreme situations from

being sent to jail to being eaten by a boa constrictor called Anna Conda. The story also has a

wonderful cultural appeal to it as well with plenty of inside jokes on Norway's size and

not-so-famous status in the world. It's quite amazing that Nesbo, who writes such stunning adult

thrillers, has the ability to write such a fun, whimsical children's story as well. He certainly is a

talented writer.
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